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The  tentative  meat  allocation  for  1944  is  equivalent  to  approximately  132  pounds  per  ca- 
pita for  the  year  on  a  dressed  weight  basis,  compared  with  the  prewar  1935-39  average  consumption 
of  about  126  pounds.  It  is  expected  that  when  final  figures  for  1943  meat  consumption  are  avail- 
able, they  will  show  that  civilian  meat  consumption  per  capita  in  1943  was  within  2  or  3  pounds 
of  the  present  tentative  1944  allocation  to  civilians. 
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Figure  1 

Cash  farm  income  from  meat  animals  in  19^3  is  now  expected  to  be  just  short  of  6  billion 
dollars,  171  percent  more  than  the  1935-39  average.  The  sharp  increase  in  19^3  over  1942  resulted 
from  the  higher  level  of  livestock  prices  and  the  largest  marketing  of  meat  animals  on  record. 
Income  from  each  species  of  meat  animal  will  be  at  a  record  level,  with  hogs  showing  the  largest 
ga  i  n . 
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THE    LIVESTOCK    AND    WOOL  SITUATION 

Summary; 

Becouse  of  heavy  marketings  of  livestock  for  slaughter,  the  civilian 
meat  ration  has  "been  increased  more  than  30  percent  for'December  by  the  Office 
of  Price  Administration.    The  Eood  Distribution  Admihistration  expects  to  in- 
crease purchases  of  fresh  and  cured' meats  (liiainly  pork)  durin,?  December  and  in 
the  first  3  months  of  l^hU.    Minimum  purchase  requirements  of  180  to  190 
million  pounr" s  p'^^r  month  for  December  and  the  first  quarter  6f  1QU4  have  "been 
-announced. 

Hog  slaughter  reached  a  record  high  in  November  with  a^federally 
inspected  kill  during  the  month  of  almost  7  million  head.    December  slaughter 
vill  be  even  greatpr.    Hog  slaughter  is  limited  by  the  pbility  of  iDackers  to 
handle  the  greatly  eyoanded  19^3  spring  pig  crop  now  being  marketed  in  volume. 
Hog  marketing  committees  at  t-^rminal  markets  have  been  a.fctive  in  regulating 
the  flow  of  hogs  to  market.     Stockyards  cbrapanies  at  some  markets  have  placed 
embargos  on  the  delivery  of  hogs  for  several  days  at  a  time.     In  spite  of 
these  efforts,  shipper-ovmed  hogs  — particularly  in  th^*  enrly  -part  of  each 
week' —  have  remained  unsold  in  sellers' 'Dens  at  the  end  of  the  trading  day. 
Hog  slaughter  is  expected  to  remain  at  or  exceed  the  November  level  through 
January. 

Most  sales  of  200-  to  270-pound  butcher  hogs  at  terminal  markets  are  nt 
siipport  prices.    Prices  of  ' Good  to"  Choice  200-  to  270-pound  butcher  hogs  at 
Chicago  have  remained  at  the  support  level  of  $13.75  since  November  10.  The 
War  Food  Administration  has  announced  do^imward  adiJustments  until  January  1  in 
Support  prices  for  several  buying  areas  and  markets  outside  the  Corn  Belt, 
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where  a  doll?r  under  UPA  ceilings  was  not  in  line  with  support  prices  at  other 
markets  and  at  Chicago. 

The  support  price  has  been  extended  to  cover  Good  to  Choice  200-  to 
300-pound  "butcher  hogs  for  an  indefinite  period. 

Total  p-^oduction  of  beef  and  veal  under  Federal  inspection  in  November 
was  slightly  l^ss  thaji  production  in  October.     Cattle  prices  at  Chicago 
strengthened  during  late  November  but  weaJcened  in  early  Decemb'^ir. 

Cattle-  feeding  op^^rations  for  the  19^3-^^  season  will  be  at  a  reduced 
scale  from  the  -orevious,  season,  but  more  cattle  will  be  fed  during  this  period 
than  was  indicated  on  November  1.    Large  receipts  of  cattle  this  fall  at 
terminal  markets  and  a  decline  in  feeder  and  stocker  cattle  prices  in  late 
Octob^^^r  caused  a  heavy  movement  of  cattle  into  Corn  Belt  feed  lots. 

Sheep  and  lamb  slaught'^r  under  Federal  inspection  was  about  10  percent 
less  in  Novemb-^r  than  a  month  earlif^r,  but  for  comparable  plants  it  was  about 
9  percent  above  slaughter  in  November  last  year.    Prices  of  lambs  have 
increased  rapidly  since  mid-Nov«mber .    Except  in  Kansas  where  winter  wheat 
pastures  are  very  poor,  it  is  probable  that  there  will  be  more  lamb  feeding 
in  the  Corn  Belt  this  year  than  last.     Inriications  are  that  lamb  feeding  for 
the  19^3""^^  season  will  be  larger  than  has  previously  been  report'^d  due  to  a 
very  large  movement  of  lambs  to  feed  lot.s  in  November.. 

Mill  consumption  of  apparel  wool  totaled  918  million  pounds  (greasy 
shorn  and  pulled  basis)  in  the  first  10.  months  of  I9U3  compared  with  about 
90U-  million  pounds  in  the  corresponding  period  last  year,    ConsTimption  for 
the  10-month  period  this  year  wa.^  larger  than  in  any  previous  year.     In  recent 
months,  however,  the  trend  in  consumption  has  been  downward,  due  in  part  to  a 
lack  of  sufficient  labor  to  maintain  operations  at  peak  levels  and  in  part  ti 
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reduced  military  recj.uireinents .    Although  totrl  mill  consum-otion  hos  been  at  a 
record  level,  consumr5tion  of  fine  domestic  wools  thus  fpv  in  the  current  se?>son 
has  been  small,  and  it  appears  that  the  cprry-over  of  such  wools  next  April  1 
will  be  large. 

The  War  Production  Board  h^s  recommended  to  the  Office  of  War  Mobili-if 

zation  that  the  stock  pile  of  foreign  vrools  owned  by  th'='  United  States 

Government  be  disposed  of.    Sale  of  Government-owned  foreign  wool  under  present 

conditions  would  complicate  to  a  certain  extent  disposal  of  Commodity  Credit 

Corporation  stocks  of  domestic  wool  from  the  19^3  clip,  particularly  since 

domestic  wool  is  now  relatively  high  priced  in  relation  to  comparable  grades 

of  foreign  wool.    However,  if  withdrawals  of  foreign  wool  from  the  Goverivment 

stock  pile  were  carefully  controlled,   such  wools  could  be  substituted  for 

future  commercial  imports  without  materially  changing  the  existing  relationship 

between  mill  consumption  of  domestic  and  foreign  wools. 

'  -  ..  —  D^cemb-=.r  22,  19^3 

RECENT- DS?ELOPMSWTS 

Hog  Slaughter  at  Ail-Time  Record;  Prices 
Decline  on  Weight s  not  Supported 

Inspected  hog  slaughter  during  November  totaled  6,972,000  head.  This 
was  35  pf'rcent  above  slaughter  of  a  year  ago  (after  an  allowanc<=  has  been  made 
for  plants  previously  not  under  Federal'  inspection)  and  was  the  largest 
slaughter  for  any  month  on  record.    Packing  T)lants  absorbed  hof^s  to  their  full 
capacity  but  were  riot  able  to  ha^ndle  all  hogs  offered  by  shippers  from  day  to 
day.    Most  interior  Iowa  --^nd  southern  Minnesota  plants  booked  hogs  for  delive?:; 
many  days  in  advance  and  received  them  in  the  order  booked.     In  t li s  way  they 
nave  balanced  supply  and  processing  capacity  and  have  generally  eliminated 
market  congestion.    Nevertheless,  large  carry-overs  of  hogs  owned  by  farmers 
have  apToeared  at  most  terminal  markets  in  recent  w^eks.    Smbargos  have  been 
placed  on  delivery  of  hogs  to  South  St.  Paul,  Sioux  City,  W?st  Pargo,  Peoria, 
and  St.  Louis  National  Stockyards  until  killers  could  catch  up  with  sui^plies 
on  hand.    This  inability  of  packers  to  kill  the  large  number  of  hogs  coming  to 
market  is  princi-oally  because  of  the  difficulty  ^encountered  in  obtaining 
sufficient  labor  either  to  keep  the  slaughtering  crews  at  full  operating 
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«?trength  or  to  plpcf=*/i4'^i.'^i^*^^'-i'v-sh.irts  in  bi^'f^rption .     In  gener»I,  producers 
and  dealers  hp.ve  cooperated  in  the  orderly  ranrk-^^ting  of  hogs.. 

Most  POO-  to  270-pound  "butcher  hogs  h^ve  "been  selling  a.t  support  levplg 
at  pll  terminpl  markets ..  .  Hogs  of'thes^  weights  hr^ve  oeen  selling  at  $13.75 
(the  support  ■  price)  at  Chicago  since  IToveraber  10.    '^^'^r  ?ood  Administration  hps 
mrde  some  nd.justments  in  the  support  price  of  hogs.    These  adjustments  hpve 
been  m?de  to  -Dlnce  sut)port  prices  at  m^rVet  centers  pnd  "buying  stations  within 
pn  ppriropriat e  differential  to-  other  maf^ets' and  to  the  Chicago  suTjport  price. 
Effective  December  1  pnd  to  be  in  force  until  January  1,  l^'+H.  support  Drices 
on  Good  to  Choice.  ?00-  to  270-pound  butcher  hogs  were  rec"uced  by  amoiints 
rpnging  from  85  cents  to  more  thpn  p  dollar  per  hundredweight  in  market  areps 
pnd  t'^rminal  markets  in  Montana,,  Idnho,  Oregon,  pnd  Washington.  Downward 
p.djustments  of  U5  to  50  cents  were  made  in  Utah  pnd  Wyoming.     Minor  do^^mwsrd 
.revisions  were  made  in  North.Dakota  pnd  South  Dakota.  .Effective  December  6 
and  to  continue  until  January  1,  19UU,  minor  adjustments  in  support  -orices 
were  /Pnnqimced  for  markets  in  Kentucky,  Tenn<>ssee,  and  for  Cincinnp.tl,  Ohio. 

WPA  has  .specified  that  the  support  price  for  hogs  which  produce  soft  or 
oily  pork  may  be  reduced  by  the  amount  of  the  normal  discount  pt  the  market 
.for  hogs  of  this  type.     T-his  discount,  however,^  cannot  exc^'^d  $1.50  per  100 
pounds  on  oily  hogs,    "h^"  su"oport  price  on  hogs  oroducing  soft  TDork  must  be  in 
line  with  the  normal  price  relationshi-o  b-->twe"en  hard,   soft,  and  oily  hogs  at 
the  market.     Unless  hogs  are  bought  "subject  to  kill,"  not  less  than  the 
s-uppOT-t  ■  price. may  be  paid  for  such  hogs' wh-^re  certification  has  been  made  by 
a  county  agent,  vocational  agricultural  re-nresentative ,  or  person  acting  in  a 
similar  capacity  that  the  hogs  were  fed  so  as  to-.' produce  hard  pork. 

The  average  cost  of  all  hog  purchases  at  Chicago  for  the  week  ended 
D^^cember  11  was  $13.^?.     This  compares  with  $13. 5^  for  th-^^  week  end-^^d 
Novemb-^^r  I3  «nd  $13.53  for  the  comparable-  week  in  19^2.    The  discount  on  light 
hogs  in  recent  w^--^ks  has  been  exce-oti onally  heavy.     In  November  and  December 
I9U2  average  vrppkly  prices  for  180-  to  200 -pound .'butcher  hogs  were  9  to  22 
cents  per  100  pounds  under  the  pric'-'  of'  . 2.00-2^0  iSounders.    The  difference' in 
price  WPS  26  to  62  c^^nts  per  100  pounds  for  November  and  eprly  December  I9U3  . 

■  Barrows  and  gilts  weighing  less  than  200  pounds  constituted  a  largea:^  pro- 
portion-of  the  total  slaughter  at  Chicago  during  November  and  tn?  first  part 
of  December  than  they  did  during  the  same  p-^riod.  in  19^2.     The  differential 
between  prices  of  hogs  weighing  over  27O  pounds  and  220-*-  to  2U0-pound  butcher 
hogs  has  been  slightly  greater  this  fall  than  that  of  a  ye.^r  ago.    The  fact 
th?;t  prices  of  heavy  hogs,  over  27O  pounds,  have  remained  relative^ly :high  in 
comparison  with  hogs  of  the  220-:'to  2U0-pound  weights,  deg-oite  very vlarge- 

■  marketings ^,  is  due  in  part  to  the  strong  demand  for  fat  cuts  and -h.e'a.vy  pork 
cuts  for  export  under  lend-lease.  "    ,  ' 

The  pverage  weight  of  ,all  pack«>r  and  shipper  purchases  for  the  week 

ended  December  11  -for  the  seven  leading  hog  markets  was  2Ul  pounds,  S  pounds 

less  than  the  „spme  .week  ,s  year  •  ago .     Average  weights  we.r.e  lower  at  each  of  the 

seven  .mari-^^ets,  ,  .  ;  ••    .''.''^    '  ■  ■  '■  ■ 
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Support  Price  Extended  to  2J0-  to  300-Pound 
jjutcher  Hogs 

The  weight  r^nge  of  hogs  cov^r'-^d  "by  the  -or ice-supioort  program  hps  "been 
exto.nded  to  cover  p11  200-  to  300-pound  Good  to  Choice  butcher  hogs,  rnd  will 
be  effectiva  December  2}.    Th^>  previous  supoort  price  cover'^d  ?00-  to  270-ioound 
brrrowR  nnd  gilts.     In  making  this  announcement  the  Wpt  Food  Administration 
stpted  that  it  was  an  emergency  m-'asure  d^sign°d  to  prevent  heavy  hog?  being 
discounted  in  price,  to  encourag'=  mor^^  "orderly  marketing,"  and  to  relieve 
congestion  ft  terminpl  mark-^ts. 

Gov'^rnm'^nt  Purchase  of  M^at  r.nd 
Lard  to  Continue  High 

■  The  ¥pr  Food  Administration  has  "nno^mced  thrt  it  will  buy  increas-^^d 
pmounts  of  m^pt  for  lend-leps^  during  the  peak  period  of  hog  slaughter.  It 
has  outlin'^d  minimumi  monthly  purchase  r ^iiuir^ments  for  December  and  th^  first 
quarter  of  IQUU  ps  follows!     7O-8O  aillion  pounds  of  frozen  mepts,  UO  million _ 
pounds  of  cur-^d  m^at,  and  7O  million  r^ounds  of  fat  cuts.    Regulprly  pickled 
fat  cuts  and  cann'^d  meat  also  will  be  purchased. 

Purchasec  of  pork  and  lard  increas'^d  in  Novemb-^r.  November  purchases 
of  pork  w^re  about  II5  million  pounds.  Lprd  purchps^s  w^rn  ovr  I3I  million 
pounds,  the  highest  for  a.ny  month  since  June  of  this  year. 

Cold-Storpge  Stocks  of  Mart  Increased  Sensonplly ; 
Lprd  Holdings  Down 

Commercial  cold-storage  holdings  of  all  fror-^n  pnd  cured  m^ats  on 
D.-^cemb  ^r  1  increased  I7  percent  over  those  of  th'^  pr-^vious  month.     Storage  of 
lprd  and  render^'d  pork  fat  d^cr^as^d  from  157-1  million  pounds  on  Nov^mb^r  1 
to  133.2  million  pounds  on  Dicemb'^r  1.    Of  this  amount,  it  is  reported  thrt 
53.^  million  pounds  ar-^  held  by  Food  Distribution  Administration  in  storage 
outside  of  processors'  h^nds. 

It  is  estimated  tn^^t  89  p-rc--nt  of  the  n'^t  piling  sppce  of  freezer 
storage  in  public  warehous'^s  wpe,  occupi-^d  on  December  1,  '-'ith  76  o-^rc^nt  of 
fj.  =  =>7.er  storage  fill'^d  on  December  1,  19^2.     Indicptions  pre  thpt  freezer 
storpge  space  on  December  1  was  no  more  crovrded  than  on  November  1. 

About  73  p^rc-^nt  of  all  cooler  spree  of  public  wprehou=;      was  occupied 
on  December  1.    This  was  a  U  percent  reduction  fmn  Nov-'^mb^'r  1,  but  vrps  7 
percent  more  than  the  totel  cooler  sp-^ce  occupied  on  D^cemb'^r  1,  19^2. 

Civilipn  Meat  Ration  Increased 

Effective  December  1,   the  Office  of  Price  Admini strpti on  lowered 
practicplly  all  mept  ration  points  to  lev^-ls  gen'^^rally  in  lin-^  ''ith  point 
valu'^s  at  the  beginning  of  the  mf^at  rption^  program .    Through  this  point  re- 
duction it  is  calculated  that  th<='  average  housewife  will  receive  30  percent- 


DECS^^BEH  IAU3 


-  g  - 


rnoT*^  ra  =  at  thpn  sh-^^  did  durin,^  th-=>.  fir^t  pprt  of  Nov^mbbr.    Point  vplues  on 
Tiost  pork  it'^ms  W'^r^  d.^crepRed  25  p'^rc^^nt.    B=^3f  values  w^r-'>-  low-^r'^^d  2  to  3 
points  T3=!r  pound.     In  .^-^n^sml  th'=!r?  was  no  chfinr-je  in  ration  point  valutas  for 
lpm"b,  mutton,  and  v^al . 

Another  reduction  in  point  valu'^  of  .^ost  pork  cuts  ■'•ras  authoriz^.d  by 
the  Of-^ic*^  of  Price  Administration,  to  "b-"^coma  afff^ctiv^^  I)^C/>mb^r  IJ ,  of  1  and 
2  points  pp^r  Doujid.    This  reduction  wa§  d^^sir^ned  to  sp'^'-^d  pork  consuTotion  and 
r'=-li='V'=?  th'='  n'''=psure  of  If^x;^^-  suTDisli^s  on  storage  spac^.  ,  . 

Additional  pork  has  b'^i'^n  mad ^  available  to  civilian  consura/^rs  by  making 
"spar'='  stamp  1"  in  ration  book  U  valid  for  5  P'-'rk  points  from  D??c=mbor  22 
throuf-^h  January  1 . 

Cattle  SlaUf^ht^^r  Hi^-h;  Pricas  Fluctuate  ■ 
in  Lata  Nov-^mb  ^r  and  Early  D--^c^.mb^-^r 

Cattl-^  slau=^ht^r  und«.r  y-!dera.l- inspection  in  Nov^mb'^r  I'^k}  was  slightly 
abov^^  slaughter  of  th^  pr=»vious  month  and  vras  20  p^rc-^nt  above  slaughter  of  a 
y^ar  ago  in  -olfJits  reporting  in  both  p--^riods.     In  most  years  cattl^^  slaughter 
d--=clines  seasonally  from  October  to  November.     Inspect'^d  calf  slaught-^r  was  5 
T)'^rc»-^nt  less  in  Nove^nber  than  Oct-^b^r  but  was  20  percent  above  Novemb-'.r  IPU? 
slaughter,  excluding  slaughter  in  plants  previously  not  under  F-^deral 
inspection.     Th^  p^rcentag-^  of  cows  and  heifers  in  federally  insp^ct=>d 
slaughter  continued  high  in  Octob-^r  (56  percf'-nt)  but  was  l^ss  than  the  unusu- 
ally large  pror)ortion  of  cowg  and  h^^if^rs  in  Octob^^r  19^2  (58  p'^rcent)  . 

In  g--'n^ral,  prices  of  all  grad-^-s  of  slaughter  cattl^  str^^ngth^-n^d  in 
lat'^  November  but  w-->akened  in  early  D^cemb^ir.    PriC'^s  of  stocV.^r  and  f  ^■•^d-^r 
cattle  at  Kansas  City  r^'ached  a  low  for  the  season  during  the  W'^-^k  of 
Novo-n-boj.  20  but  incr-^as-^d  rabidly  as  r'=>r.^ipts  tap^^r^d  off  in  D^c^mb^r.  Pric^^s 
for  th'^^  w^-^k  =nd^d  D^c^-mber  11  aV'^ra.v-^-d  $11. 60.    This  -'f-s  7O  c^nt-^  above  the 
p''ic=>  a  month  earlier  but  37  cents  under  th>  pric^  a  year  ^arli.^r. 

Sh"  ^p  and  Lamb  SI  aught  ^r  Dovm 

Slaught-^r  of  sh-^'ni  -'^'^d  lainbs  und^.r  P'-^d'^ral  inspection  in  IvTovernb^r  was 
10  p'^rc-^nt  I'^ss  than  in  October  b-it  was  9  p-^rc-^nt  above  last  y-ar,  ccn^'id^ring 
slants  r^'porting  in  both  p-^riods.     This  is  th-  -first  tim-^  sine-  l^st  Jun^  that 
inpp--'Ct=d  sh-^ep  .-^nd  lamb  slau'-ht^r  has  declin=^d.     Th^  slaughter  pf  matur^^ 
sh---ep  continued  to  b^  v^ry  high.     Slaught-r  of  ^w-s  constituted  3,1  oerc^nt  of 
total  slaught-^r  in  October  19^3   -md  21  P^rc-nt  in  Octob-r  19^2,  p  period  in 
which  sh-^s^p  slaught'-^r  was  also  high  in  relation  to  lamb  slau  iht'-^r. 

Prices  0^^  sh°ep  and  lambs  at  Chicr..;o  hrve- incr^a-'^d  ra-oidly  evince  the 
s--.rPonal  low  point  in  th=  w^ek  of  Nove.nb^r  20.     Prices  of  Good  to  Choice  lambs 
for  th--^  wopV  i^nded  D-c^mber  11  w-^re  $l^.Uo  at.  Chic -go  comp-^r-^d  '  wi  th  ^^513  .9S 
for  th'^^  w^-^k  ^nd^d  Nov^^b -r  I3  ?nd  $15.52  for  the  w.^e^^  ^nded  D^c-mb'^r  12, 
I9I+2.     Th^^  average  pric-"^  if  ew^s  at  Chicago  was  $6.50  durin.r  th'  week  ended 
D.>ce-nb=^r  11  compared  with  $6.12  a  month  ^^arli'^r.     P^^d^r  lamb  prices  at  Omaha 
incr^'ased  55  cents  from  the  low  point  in  th-^  week  of  ^Jov^mber  20.     Pric^'s  for 
t,!--^  w^'^k  '^nd-'^d  I)'?c'=mb--r  11  av^ra-^d  oil. 75  compared  with  a  pric«  of  $11  .U5 
during  th'^  w^->k  of  Nov^mb^r  I3  . 
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Alloc  at Ion  of  Meat  in  1^^^ 

ThP  for-cast-d  supply  of  all  m'^ats  has  teen  distrrbuted  for  the 
cal.ndar lear  19UU  thrL^h  In  allocation  made  hy  the  W.r  Food  Ad.ini.tratxon 
(cover  pa^eK    The  meat  allocation  for  19UU  is  ha,.d  upon  m-; at  production 
forIcas?r?o;  the  y.ar  and  upon  claims  presented  ty  all  claimant  agencies 
's^aMishing  their  ne^ds  for  m^at.    Requests  for  meat  by  the  arm^d  forces  are 
2pt  in  fuu\v  th^  Allocation  Committee.  '  Cirili-'^ns  are  allocated  an  amount  in 
1  n;:i  h    h!L  m^af  ration  and  in  accordance  with  meat  supplies  -n  er, 

any  in.p.cted  sources.  Allocations  also  are  made  for  shipments  to  our  Allies, 
to  territories,  to  liberated  are.s.  and  to  oth^r  friendly  nations. 

The  total  allocation  to  all  claimants  for  the  year  is  about  2U  5  biUion 
pounds      In  addition,  a  contingency  reserve  has  been  set  ^  of  about  1  billion 
loZll:    Thi    contingency  reserv-  h^s  not  be^n  allocated  to  any  S^^^P 
I.  used  wh^re  it  is  most  ne.^ded  or  will  serv.  as  a  margin  in  case  actual  pro- 
duction dops  not  reach  the  production  estimates. 

Civilians  have  b-en  allot=d  about  two  thirds  of  the  total  supplies  of 
moat  avaUabirjor  all  needs.     This  is  equivalent  to  approximately  132  pounds 
^Jr  p'son  on '/dressed  weight  basis  compared  with  average  civilian  consumption 
for  thp  period  1935-39  of  about  126  pounds. 

The  allocation  for  the  United  States  military  and  w.r  J^^^^^^^^^^^^^^, 
percent  of  the  exp^ct^d  supply  will  be  divided  into  56  Percent  beef,  U  p  re  nt 
veal,  H  pr^rceAt  lamb  and  mutton,  and  36  p'^rcent  pork. 

Exports  and  shipments  will  be  mainly  pork  and  will  constitute  about 
1?  percent  of  the  total  available  supply.    Of  this  12  percent  Great  Britain 
and  hir  overseas  forces  have  been  allocated  6  percent.  Russia  k  percent  other 
Mlies  and  lib=^rated  areas  about  1  percent,  arrd  United  States  territories 
about  one-half  of  1  percent.  ^  ,    ••  ' 

The  contingency  rejferve  accounts  for  the  remainir^  U  p-rcent  of  the 
aveila.ble  meat  supplies.  * 

Meat  Subsidy  Equivalent  to  Over  ^00  " 
Million  .Dollarg  Annually 

At  the  pnd  of  November  19^3  the  Defense  Supplies  Corporation  made 
subsidy  paym-nts  for  the  period  mid-J^ine  through  October  to 
slaughterers  in  compensation  for  a  "roll-back"  in  meat  prices  of  over  I63 
milUon  dollars,  equivalent  to  about  1+35  million^  dollars  on  an  annual  ba.is. 

Subsidy  payments  per  100  pounds,  live  weight,  are  50  cents  to  $1  .U5  on 
cattle    *1.10  on  calves.  95  c^nts  on  sheep  and  lajnbs,  and  $1.30  on  nogs. 
Snder  iht  ;attle  sLbillzation  plan,  which  went  into  -^^'rafd 
first  accounting  period  after  December  25.  the  cattle  subsidy  will  be  pa  d 
in  varying  amounts  according  to  grade.     In  addition,  a  payment  of  80  c.nts 
per  hundredweight  (live  weight)  will  be  paid  nonprocessmg  cattle 
slaughterers.    The  n-w  schedule  of  cattle  subsidies  is  expect-d  to  result  m 
an  average  rate  about  10  cents  under  the  flat  $1.10  p^r  100  pounds,  live 
weight,  pr-evi^usly  paid. 
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Maar-imum  and.  Minimum  Princes  for  Cattle  Announeeii 

Under  the  Cattle  Stal^ili zation  Flan  '  ' 

Maximum  and  minimum'  prices  for  cattle  at^  all  marke'ts  .under  the  cattle 
stabilization  plan  were'  announced  hy  the  V/ar  Food  Admini&t  ration  and  Office 
of  Price  Administration- oh  December  18.  .Previously,  pricei  had  been  aianounced 
only  for  Chicago.    The  ca"t tie  subsidy  program  recently  hr-s  been  modified  to 
conform  with  details  of ' the ' stabilization  plan: 

(1)  Subsidy  payments  have  been  changed  from  the  origJ.nal  $1.10  per 
100  pounds  live'  vreight  on'all  cattle  and  calves  slaughtered  to  $1.00  on 
Choice,  $1.^5  on  Good,  $0.90  on  Medium,  and  $0.50  each  on  ^Common,  Canner, 
and.  Cutter,  and  bologna  bulls,  per  100  pounds.     Carcass  'weight  is  converted 
to  a  live  weigh^  equivalent,  using  standard,  yield- perce.ntagej^  as  defined  by 
the  Office  of  Price  Administration.    Payment  l,s  on  the  actual  live  weight  of 
the,^cattle,  prorated,  over  the  grades  in  the  ssjne  proportion  as  the  calculated 
live  weight  equivalent. 

,  .(2)  Unaffiliated  nonprocessing  wholesale  slaughterers  will  receive  an 
additional,  80  cents  per  100  pounds  subsidy  on  their  total ;  slaugfiter  ■  converted 
to  a  live  weight  equivalent.'    Thas  will  tend  to  eliminate  some  (yf  the 
difficulties  under  which  small  slaughterers  and  nonpro cessors  ha**e  been 
operating,  ,  . . 

(3)  War  Food  Administration  has  been  directed  to  institute  i  system' 
allocating  live  animals  to " slaughterers  to  insure  an  equitable  distribution 
of  cattle  among  packers  and  feeders.  . . 

(U)  Deductions  will  be  made  from  subsidy  payments  if  slaughterers  pay 
more  or  pay  less  than ^ the  specified  maximum  and' minimum  prices, for  their 
aggregate  slaughter  in  any  account ing''period. 

The  method  of  computing  maximum  and  minimum  prices  of  cattle,  slaughtered 
to  comply  with  the  price  stabili zation  plan  is  illustrated  in  table  I.'' 

Table  1.-  Method  of  figuring  uaximum  and  minimum  cattle  prices,  •under'''  ,  _ 

the  price  stabilization  plan  ■ 


Assumed  : 

Carcass  ] 
grade  ' 

total  : 
dressed  : 

weight  of: 

'(IT  1 

slaughter: 
(2)  : 

Pounds 

,  1,100 
:    2,500.  , 
,  1.500. 
!  1,300 
:  ,  1,000 

Canner  and  Gutter 

Bologna  bulls 

:    1,000  . 

:  8,^00 

Standard* 

dressed 
carcass 
yields 

Percent 

61 
58 

5^  . 


Live 
weight 
: equivalent ; 
:  of 
:  slaughter; 


Pounds 
1,803 

U,3io 

2,679 
2,U07 

2,17^ 

1.887 
1572^ 


Minimum:  ,,5^^^^^: 
Chicago:  .^.^^  ^^: 

p  rice.  l„  Chicago- 
f  0  r  .  :  •, 

pacicers - 
grade  :  : 

_i.5i_u  1 

Dollars  Dollars 


Maximum: 
Chi  cago : 
•  ■price  : 
for  : 
grade  : 


15,00 
1U.25 

12.00 

10.00 

7.25 
■  S.50, 


270.^5 
61U.18 
321.^8 
2U0.70 
157.62 

_  160. Uo 
1,7^1+783' 


Dollars 

16.00 
15.25 
13.00 
11.00 
,8.25 


Maximum 
cost  to 
Chi  cago 
packers 

Dq_llars 

288; U8 
•  .6-57. 28^» 
3U8.27 
26U.77 

179.3b 
_  179.2.6 
1,917712 
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Slaughterers  vdll  report  to  th-^:  Defense  Supplies  Corpore^tion  (FJC)  the 
agg^eg&'.'te  amount  paid  for  live  cat'tlV  during  "eji  accounting  reriod.     They  will 
also  report  their  total  tonnage 'of'  Deef  carcasses  "by  grades  obtained  from 
cattle  slaughtered  during  this  period  (column  2);  live  weight  cjf  slaughter 
(column  h)  is  calculated  from  dressed  weight  slaughter  (colujnn  2)  using  the 
announced  standard  dressed  carcass  yields  (column      .    for  Chicago  packers, 
column       multiplied  "by  the  announced  minimum  Chicago  price  (col^n  5)  siid. 
by  the  announced  ma:d mum  Chicago  pric6  (colinnn  7)  ^'^11  determine  the  minimum 
and  ma.ximum  costs  of  animals  slaughtered  in  each  grade  during  the  accounting 
period. 

If  a  packer's  account  book  shows  that  he  paid  $1,754»S"3  $1,917-^2 
for  the  animals  purchased,  as  illustra.ted  in  table  1,  he  would  be  eligible 
for  the  full  subsidy  payment.     If  his-  ag.3regate  payment  for  livestock  slaugh- 
tered were  $l,7c0.00  he  would  receive  a  reduction  of  $U.83  from  his  subsidy, 
check,  as  his  purchase  price  was  that  much  under  the  minimum  price  which  he 
could  pay  for  all  cattle  slaughtered  under  the  stabilization  plan.     If  he 
paid  $1,920.00  for  tota,l  pUf chase  of  cattle  during  this  period  he  would  receive 
$2.58  less  than  his  full  subsidy  payment. 

The  stabilization  plan  permits  considera,ble  latitude  in  the  price  a 
packer  may  pay  for  cattle  within  ea.ch  gra^de.     He  may  pay  less  than  the  minimum 
price  or  more  than  the  maximum  price  for  cattle  of  each  slaughter  grade,  but 
to  be  eligible  for' his  full  subsidy  payicent  his  total  purchase  of  sla.ughter 
cattle  must  fall  between  the  upper  and  lov/er  limits  of  the  price  stabilization 
range. 

Cattle  deeding  Outlook 

Reports  as  of  December  1  indicate  tha.t  cattle  feeding  operations  for 
the  l^hj)-hh  season  vail  be  somewhat  reduced  from  feeding  operations  in  19*42 
but  improved  over  the  feeding  outlook  on  I\Fovember  1,  due  to  very  heavy 
November  movement  of  feeder  cattle  into  feed  lots  of  the  Corn  Belt  and  other 
States.     Shipments  of  stocker  and  feeder  cattle  into  the  Corn  Belt  States 
this  November  vrere  almost  as  great  as  the  November  19'4-2  movement,  which  proba- 
bly exceeded  any  other  November  movement  on  record.     This  large  movement  to 
feed  lots  was  reflected  in  increased  movement  through  terminal  ma,rkets« 
Available  records  show  in-shipments  of  feeder  cattle  into  eight  Corn  Belt 
States  in  November  to  be  382,000  head  compared  with  391,000  last  November. 

The  heavy  November  movement  of  feeder  and  stocker  cattle  into  feed 
lots  wsiS  largely  the  result  of  record  recei-Dts  of  cattle  at  terminal  markets, 
making  large  numbers  of  stocker  and  feeder'  cattle  available  to.  feeders.  The 
marked  decline  in  cattle  prices  during  November  made  it  more  attractive  for 
feeders  to  expand  their  feeding  operations.     The  total  *ovement  of  -stocker 
and  feeder  cattle  into  the  Corn  Belt  from  July  to  November  19'-'3  ^^fs-s  belov/ 
19*^2  in-shipments,  but  v/as  above  the  feede-i*  cattle  movement  in  the  same 
period  in  19^1.     States  outside  the  Corn  Belt  report  some  reduction  in  feed- 
ing this  S'eason  over  last,  but  indications  point  .to  more  cattle  being  fed 
this  winter-  than  was  predicted  on  November  1.     Relatively  large  reductions 
in  cattle  feeding  in  the  Southwestern  Range  States  will  occur  due  to  drought 
conditions.    High  feed  prices  and  a  scarcity  of  feed  will  reduce  the  feeding 
of  cattle  to  a  high  finish  in  all  States  outside  the  Corn  Belt.  Cattle 
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feeders  are  shc^^ing  a  preference  for  weirhty  feeder  cattle.     The  demand  for 
feeder  calves  has  oeen  very  limited.     Many  calves  have  been  going  to  slaughter 
vrhich  normally  would  have  gone  to  feed  lots.    The  recent  rise  in  corn  prices 
is  expected  to  discourage  feeding  for  comparatively  long  periods  in  the  Corn 
Belt  this  tvanter. 

Lamb  Feedi ng  Situation 

Total  lamb  feeding  in  the  Corn  Belt  £!lso  is  expected  to  be  less  than 
the  record  feeding  last  year,  but  the  reduction  in  feeder  operations  is  less 
than  it  appeared  to  be  a  month  ago.     There  has  been  an  incree.se  in  lamb  feed- 
ing indications  for  every  State  in  the  Corn  Belt  except  Kansas,  where  there 
has  been  a.  marked  decrease  due  to  the  poor  condition  of  wheat  pastures  in 
the  fall.     Total  movement  of  stocker  lambs  into  eight  Corn  Belt  States  for 
July  through  November  was  3»0  million  head  compared  vdth  2.9  million  head 
for  the  same  period  a  year  ago.     Present  indications  a.re  that  there  will  be 
more  lamb  feeding  this  season  than  last  in  Illinois,  Minnesota,  lo\ws.,  a.nd 
probably  Nebraska.     There  will  be  reductions  in  Ohio,  Indieam,  and  I'iichigan. 
About  the  same  number  mil  be  fed  in  Wisconsin,'  Missouri,  and  South  Dakota. 

Lamb  feeding  in  States  outside  the  Corn  Belt  vdll  be  slightly  below 
feeding  a  year  ago,  but  prospects  are  much  improved  over  those  of  a  month 
ago.     The  greatly  increased  feeder  m.ovement  of  lambs  in  November  resulted 
from  the  increasing  spread  between  prices  of  feeder  lambs  and  slaughter 
lambs.     It  is  reported  that  many  Western  producers  are  feeding  lambs  or  are 
having  them  fed  instead  of  selling  them  at  prices  which  they  consider  to  be 
out  of  line  with  prevailing  slaughter  prices.    Due  to  high  prices  of  feed 
grains  and  hay,  especially  in  the  Western  States,  it  is  probable  that  many 
lambs  will  be  marketed  after  a  short  feeding  period. 

Hog  Pro cess.ing  Facilities  May  be  Adequate 
Under  "Orderly  Ma^rketing" 

A  survey  of  the  packing  industry  last  year  by  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics  indicated  that  the  monthly  processing  capacity  of  federally  inspected 
plants  was  about  9»1  million  head  of  hogs.    At  that  time  the  principal  bottle- 
necks were  considered  to  be  chillroom  spa.ce  and  labor.     Chillroom  capacity 
could  be  increased  by  modifying  operations  so  that  the  chilling  process  could 
be  completed  in  a  shorter  time  if  necessary.    However,  the  tota^l  la'oor  supply 
has  shrunk  during  the  past  year  as  men  ha.ve  moved  into  the  armed  services, 
so  that  packers  are  having  more  difficulty  in  maintaining  their  labor  force. 
Last  June,  when  federally  inspected  slaughter  of  hogs  was  only  5»6  million 
head,  the  War  Meat  Board  found  that  hogs  v/ere  being  carried  over  in  packers' 
yards.     Present  maximum  slaughter  capacity  is  unknown  but  is  believed  to  be 
in  the  neighborhood  of  S.O  million  head  a  month,  under  present  labor 
conditions. 

In  November  inspected  hog  slaughter  reached  the  record  total  of  7*0 
million  hea.d.     If  slaughter  were  to  follow  its  usua,l  seasonal  trend,  it  v/ould 
be  approximately  7»S  million  head  in  December.     The  situation  is  aggravated 
because  slaughtering  plants  are  not  distributed  in  the  same  way  regionaJly  as 


hog  production.  Last  year  it  was  noted  in  the  study  mentioned  above  that  in 
certain  areas  of  the  ITorth  Central  States  slaughter  capacity  during  Decem'ber 
and  January  v/as  not  large  enough  to  handle  anticipated  hog  receipts. 

The  War  Pood  Administration  organized  its  educational  progrejm  of 
•^orderly  marketing"  in  anticipation  of  the  tight  market  situatiox^  that  has 
developed*    It  has  issued  a  daily  telegraphic  release  which  indicates  the 
slaughter  supplies  at  terminal  and  interior  markets.    It  has  also  urged  fre- 
quently that  farmers  contact  their  selling  events  "before  sending  hogs  to 
market  to  "be  sure  they  can  "be  handled  and  that  they  market  their  heavier 
hogs  first.  ,   

Reports  from  the  interior  markets  of  Iowa  arici  southern  Minnesota  indi- 
cate that  sales  in  that  area  are  ""booked"  in  advance  and  producers  usually 
call  their  sources  of  outlet  before  loading  their  hogs.    In  several  instances 
hogs  have  been  turned  back, to  the  farm  when  advance  arrangements  have  not 
been  made  for  their  delivery. 

However,  the  War  Pood  Administre.tion  and  the  cooperating  marketing- 
agencies  have  resorted  to  frequent  embargoes  at  terminal  markets.    In- numerous 
cases  hogs  have  been  held  several  days  before  sale,  resulting  in  heavy  shrink- 
age and  high  dee.th  losses  to  shippers.    The  situation  at  terminal  markets 
appears  to  be.. aggravated  by  increased  receipts  from  interior  lov/a  an.d  southern 
Minnesota.    Thes&  T'ou'ld.  normally  be  handled  by  the  interior  pac'icers. 

suj^:.'iABY  of.  Go^rmiimT  heguiatiohs  011  slaughter  of  livestock  mid  ■ 

DELIVERY  OE  MEAT 

David"',!.  PettXis,  Food  Distribution  Administration 

During  the  summer  of  19^2,  it  becaiiie  apparent  that  governmental 
agencies,  particularly  the  armed  forces  and  lend-lease,  v^'ould  be  unable  to 
obtain  their  meat  requirements  on  a  voluntary  basis.     Since  Government  needs 
v;ere  increasing  rapidly  at  that  time  and  it  vas  becoming  more  difficult  to 
obtain  the  desired  quantities  of  meat,  an  order  to  provide  more  meat  for 
governihental  a^gencies  vas  agreed  Upon  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  the 
Office 'of  J'rice  Administration,  and  the  \?ar  Production  Board.     The  plan, 
which  later  became  'iniown 'as  the  Meai  Restriction  Order,  proposed  to  -assist 
Government  agencies  by  limiting  the  amount  of  meat  v/hich  slaughterers  could 
deliver  to  civilians  thus  forcing  the  remainder  into  the  hands  of  the 
governmental  agencies.   '  •  '  ■ 

The  level  of  civilian  sales  under  the  order  for  different  types  of 
meat  was  set  at  percentages  varying  from  70  to  100  percent  of  slaughterers' 
19^1  deliveries.    With  the  anticipated  increased  production  of  livestock, 
particularly  hogs,  it  vras  believed  that  ample  supplie-i  of  meat  ^vould  be 
available  to  the  Government  under  this  arrangement,    Thj  3  prcg-'am  v;t,3  put 
into  operation  October  1,^  19^2,  under  the  direction  of  the  Office  of  Price 
Administration,  vhich  continued  to  operate  the  program  for  the  next  6  months. 
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Lard 'Set-Aside  for  Government  Purchase 

BuTing  Petmary  19^3,' 'the  Tood  DistrilDution  Administration  was  unalsle 
to  purchase  enough  lard  to. meet  its  program  and  took  steps,  through  a  set- 
aside  order  issued  by ' the/ Secretary  of  Agriculture,  to  have  federally 
inspected  packers  provide '5O  percent  of  their  lard  production  to  the  Federal 
agencies.    This  order,  going  into  effect  ahout  the  middle  of  February, 
increased  the  amount  ef  lard  offered  to  the  Government  and  placed  the 
Government  lard  purchase  program  in  a  'better  position.    Late  in  the  summer 
the  lard  supply  reached  a  point  where  packers  were  effering  the  Government 
more  than  the  amount  required  under  the  set-aside  order.    When  it  became 
apparent  that  the  lard  set-aside  order  was  no  longer  needed,  it  was  suspended. 

Meat  Set-Aside  Order  Issued 

Following  the  issuance  of  the  set-aside  order  on  lard,  FDA  proposed  a 
set-aside  order  on  meats,  since  the  Meat  Restriction  Order  had  not  provided 
adequate  quantities  for  governmental  purchase.    The  meat  set-aside  order, 
FDO  2S,  was  placed  into  effect  early  in  March  19^3  and  required  federally^ 
inspected  slaughterers  to  set  aside  approximately  30  to       percent  of  their 
production  of  beef,  pork,  veal,  and  lamb  and  mutton.     Similar  percentages  of 
inventories  held  by  packers  also  were  required.    This  order  operated  for  about 
2  weeks,  when  its  operation  was  suspended  to  allow  civilian  channels  to  be 
stocked  to  fill  the  needs  of  the  meat  rationing  program  which  went  into  effect 
about  April  1.    The  meat  set-aside  order  remained  inoperative  until  about  the 
middle  of  June  19U3,  when  it  was  again  utilized  to  obtain  beef  for  the  armed 
forces.    During  that  month  and  season  of  the  year  beef  supplies  were  short  and 
the  Army  was  unable  to  obtain  as  much  beef  as  it  required.    With  the  operation 
of  the  beef  set-aside  order,  Army  purchases  of  carcass  and  frozen  boneless 
beef  nearly  tripled  in  th6  late  summer  and  fall  months  when  heavier  marketing 
occurred. 

Meat  Inventory  Order 

Shortly  after  the  meat  set-aside  order  was  suspended  in  April,  FDO  Ug 
was  issued  to  insure  the  prompt  movement  of  meat  from  .the  slaughterer  to 
Government  purchasing  agencies  or  civilian  consumers.     This  order  was 
designed  to  prevent  inspected  slaughterers  from  accumulating  and  withhold- 
ing, from  the  trade,  larger  quantities  of  frozen  or  cured  beef  or  pork  than 
they  had  held  at  the  end  of  the  second  quota  period,  about  March  3I.  An 
amendment  to  this  order  effective  in  June  made  it  applicable  to  all  persons 
whether  slaughterers  or  not  and  prohibited  them  from  accumulating  unnecessary 
quantities  of  frozen  or  cured  beef  and  pork. 

Limitation  Authority  on  Slaughter  for  - .  « 

Civilians  Transferred  to  FDA 

With  the  transfer  of  povrers  over  the  administration  of  food  to  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  it  was  decided  that  the  operation  of  the  Meat 
Restriction  Order  would  be  delegated  to  the  FDA.    On  April  1,  1943,  the  FDA 
took  tver  operation  of  the  Meat  Restriction  Order  and  attempted  to  strengthen 
it  by  issuing  another  order,  FDO  27,  under  which  small  operators  would  be 
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issued  permits  to  slaughter  livestock  and  their  slaughter  would  "be  limited 
to  percentages  of  their  19'+!  kill.    To  aid  in  checking  compliance  under  this 
order,  FDO  26  was  issued.     This  order  rcquire.'l  that  every  dealer  or  agent 
who  "bought  livestock  obtain  a  permit,  and  that  all  dealers,  agents  and  pro- 
ducers of  livestock  keep  records  of  their  livestock  sales.  .  The  issuance  of 
permits,  under  FDO  26  and  under  PDO  27 >  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  County 
War  Boards. 

Bacause  this  method  of  limiting  slaughter  did  not  result  in  the  desired 
distribution  of  meat  supplies,  it  became  necessary  to  amend  the  order  to 
reduce  the  beef  quotas  of  slaughterers  who  had  started  into  operation  after 
receiving  permits  under  FDO  27.     The  apparent  increased  slaughter  by  small 
local  operators  was  partly  responsible  for  the  need  for  the  beef  set-aside 
order  which  was  again  placed  in  operation  about  the  middle  of  June. 

To  transfer  the  Meat  Restriction  Order  into  a  Food  Distribution  Order 
and  to  combine  all  th?  amendments  into  one  document,  the  FDA  issued  FDO  6I  on 
July  1.    Certain  changes  were  also  made  in  FDO  27,  and  about  the  middle  of 
August  19^3       was  decided  to  place  all  slaughter  regulations  under  one  order, 
to  broaden  the  scope  of  this  •rder  and  to  make  it  more  effective.    Thus  FDO  75 
was  issued  requiring  all  slaughterers  larger  than  a  farm  slaughterer  to  hava 
a  license,  and,  as  a  condition  of  owning  such  license,  to  pay  not  more  than 
ceiling  prices  nor  less  than  suppart  prices  for  swine.    The  order  provided 
for  most  of  the  requirements  such -as  quota  limitations,  markings  on  meat,  and 
sanitary  facilities  which  were  required  by  former  orders. 

Slaughter  Quotas  Suspendett 

This  order  operated  until-  September  1,  at  v/hich  time,  due  to  increased 
marketing  of  cattle  as  a  result  of  drought  conditions  and  seasonal  trends, 
quotas  were  suspended  for  2  months  to  facilitate  movement  of  cattle  to  market 
and  to  prevent  lower  prices  for  livestock.    This  suspension  of  quotas  was 
later  extended  to  December  1  and  then  finally  until  further  notice.  Following 
the  suspension  of  quotas,  FDO  kS  and  FDO  26  vrere  also  suspended.  Meanwhile 
the  set-aside  provision  on  beef  had  been  broadened  somewhat  by  raising  the 
set-aside  percentage  from  Uo  to  U5  and  then  to  5O  percent  and  adding  Utility 
grade  to  th-^se  grades  which  v;ere  already  being  used.    The  order  had  also  ^ 
required  that  a  large  part  of  the  set-aside  beef  be  boned  to  more  nearly  meet 
the  needs  of  the  Army. 

With  heavy  runs  of  hogs,  hog  prices  fell  toward  the  support  level 
in  October,     In  November  the  support  price  became  the  top  price  as  a  rule. 
In  order  to  clarify  the  support  level  at  various  places,  an  order  was  issued 
setting  this  level  at  $1  under  the  OFA  price  ceiling  beginning  November  29, 
19^3*    This  general  support  level  is  now  being  adjusted  in  various  sections 
to  bring  the  prices  at  certain  markets  into  their  normal  relations  to  the 
market  at  Chicago  and  other  important  centers. 
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Summary  of  principal  orders  on  livestock  slaughter 
.  .  and  meat  dslivery 


Order 


Hestriction 
Order  1  (OPA) 

FDO  28 


T£0  26 

FDO  27 

FDO  kS 
FDO  6l 

FDO  75 

DFDO  75.1 


DFDO  75.2 


Effective] 
dat  e  ' 


. Termination 


J 


10»1,-U2 

U-i~ii3 

^l»i+3 

U-6-U3 
7-I-U3 

S-15-U3 


g^l5«I^3 


Superseded  'bj.. 
.FD0,.  .6i  7-1-^3 

Superseded  by. 
FDO  75 
g-15-^3 

Terminated 
9-30-113 


Superseded  by 
.FDO  75 
g-i5_li3 

Suspended 
9-3-U3 

Superseded  by 
FDO  75 
S-15-<U3 


Quotas  sus- 
pended 9-l-)+3 

^for  2  months. 

'  'Suspension 
extended 
1  month. 
Suspended 
indefinitely, 
11-23-^3 


Description 


Limited  civilian  meat  deliveries  by  packers 
to. a  percentage  of  their  19^1  slaughter* 

Established  percentages  of  slaughterers' 
meat  production  to  be  set  aside  for 
Government  purchase. 

Required  permits  for  purchase  or  sale  of 
livestock  and  the  keeping  of  records  of 
livestock  sales. ^ 

Required  sleughter  permits  and  established 
restrictions  end  quotas  governing 
slaughter  of  livestock. 

Established  restrictions  on  sla-ughterers ' 
inventories  of  pork  and  beef. 

Restricted  deliveries  and  sl.giughter  of 
meats  and  set  quotas  for  dommercial  and 
local,  slaughterers. 

Put  restrictions  on  slaughter  of  livestocic_ 

and  delivery' bf  meat. 
Estalblished  support  prices  of  live  hogs. 

Set  slaughter  quotas.-    Put  under  order  " 
slaughterers  previously  cla'ssed  as  local 
slaughterers  and  butchers-.        -  •  . 


Prescribed  beef  "to  be  set  aside  for 
Government  purchase.' 
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•THE  VOOL  SITUATION 

BACKGROUND «•»  Kill  consumption  of  apparel  wool  has  "been  at.  a 
record  level  since  I9HI  as  a  result  of  large  military  require- 
ments. •  Consumption  in  the  12  months  ended  June  19^3  totaled 
1,1  billion  pounds  (grease  "basis)  compared  with  1,0  "billion 
pounds  in  19UI-U2  »nd  a  I936-UO  average  of  6OO  million  pounds. 
Although  domestic  production  has  "been  at  record  or  near- 
record  levels  in  the  last  few  years,  the  large  mill  require- 
ments have  made  ii  necessary  to  import  large  quantities  of 
foreign  wool  and  to  maintain  relatively  large  stocks  of  wool 
in  this  country.    Ceiling  prices  for  wools  were  established  by 
the  Office  of  Prioe  Administration  in  December  19^1  a/id  prices 
of  domestic  wools  havo  been  close  to  ceiling  levels  since  that 
time*    In  April  19^3      Government  purchase  program  was  set  up 
for  domestic  wools  andi  with  certain  minor  exceptions,  the 
Commodity  Credit  Corporation  became  the  sole  purchaser  of 
wools  atill  held  "^  producers.    Large  purchases  were  made  by 
dealers  before  th«  Government  program  went  into  effect  and' 
privately  held  woqIs,  particularly  fine  w#ols,  have  beea 
available- at  Boston  during  most  of  the  season.  \ 

Sales  Smal  1 ,  Wool  Frices  "Unchanged 
at  Boston 

Quoted  prices  for  domestic  wools  at  Boston  remained  unchanged  during 
November  and'the  t^ajyly-part  of  December.    Sales  were  small  and  were  chiefly 
of  small  lots  needed  to  fill  out  reauirements  for  Army  orders.  Medium 
wools  continued  in  greater  demand  than  fine  wools  as  a  result  of  recent 
orders  for  Army  blankets.-   The  Quartermaster  Corps  has  not  placed  any  large 
orders  for  fabrics  calling  for  the  use  of  fine  domestic  wools  since  spring, 
and  deliveries  on  the  spring  orders  are  being  rapidly  cleared  up.  Because 
of  the  lower  prices  of  foreign  wools^,  mills  have  used  littl'e  domestic  fine 
wool  in  civilian  fabrics  in  recent  months,    The  average  pri'ce  received  by 
farmers  for  wool  on  November  I5  wg^s  U0^7  cents  a  pound,  unchanged  from  a 
month  earlier,  -  The  average  price  on  November  I5,  19^2,  was  Uo  ceats  a  pound. 

Most  of 'the  unsold  stocks  of  domestic  wool  are  now  h61d  by  t'he 
Commodity  Credit  Corporation.    The  Corporation  had  purchased  about  238  million 
pounds  of  wool  from  April  25  through  the  third  week  of  December  (on  the  basis 
of  reported  appraisals).     Salea  of  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  wools  through 
November  30  totaled  ^5  million  potmds  compared  with' purchases  to  the  same 
date'  of  227  million  pounds.    Most  of  the  wools  sold'  have  been  medium  grades* 
Commodity  Credit  Corporation  wools  are  offered  at  ceiling  prices. 

Commercial  Stocks  of  Wool  on  September  25 
About  as  Large  as  a  Year  Earlier 

Stocks  of  apparel  >wool  held  by  dealers  and  manufacturers  on  September  2$ 
totaled         million  pounds  (greasy  shorn  and  pulled  basis).    The  September 
stocks  this  year' were  about  equal  to  stocks  held  at  the  oorrespanding  tiiae 
last  yeiptr.    Except  for  19*^2  stocks,  the  September  stocks  this  year  were  raucli 
larger  than  end-of-Sept^ber  %tocks  in  other  recent  years.    When  considered 
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in  relation  to  tjie  current  high  rate  of  mill  con'sumption,  _  stocks  were  hot 
unusually  large*^-    They  repreajejnted^.a'bout.     6.. months '  •  mlli^ -.simply  at  an  average 
rate  of '•  consumption  of  20  -million  poujxds  a  week,  which'  was' the-  rate  of  Con- 
sumption maintained  dujring ;,th©-.  thir^  quarter  of  this  year.  '  - 

End-of-September  stocks  of  domestic  wpol  were  large, •..reflecting  the 
slow  movement  of  dom#st.ic- wools,  into^  consumption  in  the  current  season* 
Dealers'  stocks,  including  s.t.ocks-^lield.  for  the  Governraent.v  itotaled  209  million 
pounds  of  domestic  wool- (greasy- shorn  and  pulled  basis)  oi$- --September  25  com- 
pared with  122  million;- po.unds' a,  year  earlier  and  a  5-year  average  (;1937-Ul) 
of  lis  million  po\inds*  ;-vThe.  19^-3- total  included  approximately .'92  million 
po-unds  of  grease  wool:  and  16,  million  pounds  of  scoured  wool :'heldr'f or  the 
Commodity  Credit.  Corpcration.    Manufacturers'   stocks  of  domestic  v?ool  were 
smaller  than  in  other  recent  years.    Dealers  and  manufacturer s.app6,rently 
have  been  able  to  build  up  inverctp-ries  of  foreign  wool  despite  ■  t'hc't record  rate 
of  consumption'  for -isuch  .wool .  this  .year.    Privately  „owned  stocks  of:  foreign 
apparel;Wdl  totaled  •2U;3v-milli.o^^  .pounds  on  September  25'  compared  with  19^ 
million  ^oninds- "<sri  Juae. i2&.v'yad/;1^5.  million  pounds  at  the  end  of  19i^2« 
wVr:  ■     r  ■  ■••f^•  ,   „.    >  . 

Table  2.-  Stocks  ;:;of  apparel  and  carpet  wool  held  by  dealers  and 
manufacturers,  grease  basis.  United  States,  1937--^3  V 


:  Apparel  v/ool  5  j 

I           Domostic  ;            I'oreign  l                '  Carpet  1 

l^ear  and  dq.te                       TM'anufac-j  ^    ,        :  Manufac-:    Total    :  wool  1 

  ;  dealers  .turer^:2/,:  ^^^^^^^  ;turers  2/;  ■    ±   . 

 ■  '  ~     ^      nrOOO  lb..  1.  0Q.b.  lb.  1,000  lb.  1,000  lb.  1,000  lb.  1.000  lb>. 

End  of  third  quarter;            ^    •  -.  ] 

•1937  (Sept,  25)  ..,:    139,025 .45,303        16, .525'      33.1^6     27^,109  50,m 

.  •193s  (Sept.  2U)  ,.r^^  181, SI47  r--lO-U,5.59        12,939'  .   19,3^7   •,31S»712  33ti23- 

1939  (Se.rt.  .'-30)  ..:     75. 2^5  •  ■l^SrPS^         9,6lO      27,027     236.966-  U1.063 

19^0  (Sept.  28)        -  ■-  91.-1-10    108,031        1.3,671       30,6Uo     2U3,ll52  47,161 

19^1  (Sept.  27)  10^,0,96  103,232  ...  27,026  113,97^  3^8,328  72,308 
By  quarters  ■                            •.'•,.:    \.  ...... 

•     19^2      ■  •  ■               .J                  ■■           .  "  .  .       '              ■            ,  ,  , 

April  U  :     52,239     88,712     1/64, 529  I/209. 909  1/^15. 3^9  -  ,  V 

JulyU..  ;    181,1^5    139.905'-    5/58, 706  5/235.983  ^/6i5, 739  6/29,583 

Oct.  3-...*  :    122,202    165,327     5/79.368  ^/200,266  ^/567,103  6/37,975 

■■'     Dec.  26   :      61,778    1^6,963     5^62,517  1/122,225  X/393. ^83  70,245 

■  19^3  :      ■ '         •  ■■ 

•     Mar.  27  ;      38,67^  ^.  2.3,920        '31,802'     102,902      257,298  66,358 

June  26  :8/2i5.955    l03-,579        39.Q.4U     15^,473     513,051  53,308 

Sept,M55   :  8/208, 864     92.152        71,969     17QV5.7^     5^3,559  48,30S 

Compiled  froKTwo^l  stocks  reports  of.  .^;he,. Bureau  of  the  Census,    l/  Excludes 
foreign  wool  afloat  to  dealers  and  mMiuf acturers.    .2/  Includes  topmakers. 
2/  Includes  carpet  wool,  which  was  not  'reported  separately.     4/,  Included  with 
arparel  wool,  -  ^/  Incites:- so^e  carpet  vrool.    Many  types  pf  carpet  wool  vrcre 
■classed  as  '^fine  ■  carpet  wool"  .  In  July  and  October  1942  and  .were  reported  with 
apparel  wool  to  •  conform  with  Wool -Conservation  Order  M- 73, '  ''Because  of  the 
changes  in  classification,  19^2  figures,  are  not  comparable  witli  those  of  other 
years*    6/  Coarse  carpet  wool,    ]_/  Includes  a  sma^l  quantity  of -fine  carpet 
wools,         Includes  stocks  held  for  Commodity  Credit  Corporation. 
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Table  3»*"  Stocks  of  wool  and  similar  f iberV  J\^ld  by  dealers  and  manufacturers 
in  the  United  States,  greasy  shorn  and  pulled 'basi s ,   September  25,  I9U3  ij 


Grade 


Sheep's  wool 


Ungraded  «..*••••.».... 

Fine  (6Us  and  finer) 
1/2  blood  (60?-62s)  ... 
5/8  blood  (56s-58s)  ... 
1/4  blood  (50s-52s)  . 
Low  l/U  blood  (USs-Ugs) 

Common  (UUs)  

Braid  (UOs  and  coarser) 
Total  apparel   


Carpet  vraol  ^/   , 

Total  sheep's  wool 


Mohair  

Alpaca  •....•..*»...«..-, 

Other  llama  fibers  ...... 

Camel  hair  and  cashmere 
Common  goat  hair 
(combing  length  only)  , 


Dealers 


Domestic^ 

Manuf ac- : 
turers 


Dealers 


Foreign  

Majiuf  a.c^l 


Total 


turers 


Dealers 


Manuf  ac- 
turers 


1,000  lb.  1,-Odo  lb.  1,000  lb.  1,000  lb.  l7000  lb._  1,000  lb. 


8,^70 

106,309 

23.615 

U4,329 
19. 36^+ 
.^.396 

2,00U 
2/208,  8^ 


31,103 

iU,o67 

26,573 
15,111 
3.377 
1,300 

 621 

92,152" 


22,083 

5.736 
18,676 

6.331 
.1.1 , 492 
•  •-  5..69S 

3.951 


fe,-9^i 
2-8,419 
Ul,101 
12,959 

u,6r 


71,969 

1,6U6 


10, 222 

 4,267^ 

170:57^ 


s,^70 

12g^.^92 

29.351 
63,007 

25.695 
15,888 
5.702 
U,328 
"280. 833" 


100, OUU 
i;2,.U86 
67,674 
2S,070 
8,0^2 
11.522 
U.888 
"2^2.726 


2/208,  85T~  92j.l52  137^ 


U6.663       1,6U6  46,66; 

2177237  2827^9  309.389 


4,892 

i.79U 

1.027 

369 

327 

9 

106 

204 

273 

1,657 

Compiled  from  wool  stocic  report,  Bureau  of  the  Census,. 
1/  These  statistics  do  not  include  wool  afloat  to  United  States  dealers  and  iganu- 
facturers  and  viool  he-Id  by  the  Defense  Supplies  Corpoyation  as  a  strategic  reserve. 
2/  Includes  stocks  held  for  the  Commodity  Credit  Corpura.tion  which  totaled  approxi- 
mately 98  million  pounds  of  grease  wool  and  16  millioji  pounds  of  sboured  wool. 
y  "Carpet  wool"  in  this  report  means  v/ool  ^"hich  may  be  imported  free  of  duty  for'  ■ 
the  manufacture  of  floor  cc^^erings. 

Mill  Consumption  in  October  Smaller 

than  a  Year  Earli"er  '        ■  ■  • 


Mill  consumption  of  apparel  wool  averaged  10. 9  million  iDOXinds  a  week  - 
(■scou>red  ba^sis).  in  October  compared  with  10.8  million  pounds -in  September  and 
11,3  million  po.unds  in  October  1342.     The  gradual  decline  in  constunptlon  from 
the  record  level  reached  in  the  scoring  months  hae  now  carried  consumption 
below  that  of  the  same  month  last  3''ear.  '  Consumption  for  the  first  10  months  ' 
of  the  year,  ho,wever^  totaled  slightly  more  than  in  the  corresponding  iDeriod  • 
last  year.    The  decline  in  mill  consumption  in  recent  months  is  the  result  of 
a  decline  in  production  of  military  fabrics.    Pruduction  of  civilian  fabrics  ' 
has  increased  sharply  but  the  increase  Has  not  fully  offset  the  decline  in 
production  for, military  use.    A  shortage  ]of  labor  and  difficulties  incident 
to  the  chajige  over  from  fnilitary  to  civilian  fabrics  pf-oba.bly  have  prevented' 
mills  from  making  full  use  of  machinery " released  by  the  decline  in  military  •• 
production.     Commercial  reports  indicate ' that  mills  are  still  limiting  accept- 
ance of  civilian  orders.     It  is  expect ed.  that  civilian  orders  will  continue  to 
make  up  in  large  part  fbr'fhe  decline  in  military  orders- in  the  next  several 
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months  and  that  capacity  opei'ations  will  "be  maintained  in  most  mills,  su'b.ject 
to  la-bor  BXid.  otiaei*  productibn  dotiditions* 

Consumption  of  appardl  wo*l  on  £i  greasy  shorn  and  pulled  "basis  totaled 
91s  million  pounds  in  the  first  10  months  of  19^3  compared  with  90^  million 
.pounds  in  the  corresponding  period  last  year.     Consumption  of  carpet  wool 
totaled  36  million  pounds  (grease  "basis)  in  the  fir^t  10  months  of  this  yesr 
compared  with  53  inillion  pounds  in  the  same  months- fast  year. 

Mill  Consumption  of  Fine  Crades  of 

Domesti c  Wo_o_l  Relatively  Small  ■  • 

One  fea.ture  of  domestic  mill  activity  in  the  current  season  has  heen 
the  small  consumption  of  fine  grades  of  domestic  wools-  at  a  time  when  total 
mill  consumption  of  apparel  wools  was  at  a  record  level.    Reported  mill  con- 
sumption of  fine  ajid  l/2  "blood  domestic  wools  from  April-  through  Septem"ber  19^3 
totaled  39  million  pounds  (scoured  "basis)  compered  -with  59  million  pounds  con- 
sumed in  the  corresponding  period  last  year.     Consumption  of  similar  grades  of 
foreign  wools  from  April  through  Septemher  this  year  totaled  100  million  pounds 
(scoured  basis)  compared  with  92  million  pounds,  in  ■I9^2v    The  Octo"ber  con- 
sumption of  fine  domestic  v/ools  was  less"  thaji- half -as  large  as  the  October  19^2 
consumption*  ■ 

The  small  consumption  of  domestic  wools  in  recent ■ months. reflects  the 
decline  in  the  production  of  Army  fabrics  using  these  wools.     In  the  fall  of 
19^2  the  Quartermaster  Corps  placed  substantial  orders  for  wool  fabrics 
requiring  the  use  of  fine  domestic  wools.     These  orders  v/ere  in  addition  to 
the  spring  purchase  program.     Deliveries  of  these  fabrics  were  large  in  the 
fall  and  winter  of  19^2-^3,    This  year  fall  orders  for  Army  fa.brics  were 
chiefly  for  blankets  and  other  items  using  medium  grade  vrools.  Furthermore, 
deliveries  of  ma,ny  fabrics  scheduled  for  the  fall  months  of  19^3  have  been 
postponed  until  the  early  months  of  19'+^>  and  production  of  Army  fabrics  has 
declined  sharply.    Production  of  civilian  fabrics  has  increased  but  such 
fabrics  a.re  being  made  largely  from  foreign  wools  because  of  the  lower  prices 
of  such  v/ools« 


Table  k,- 


Month: 


Weekly  average  mill  consumption  of  selected  grades  of  apparel  wool, 
by  origin,  scoured  basis,  19^2-U^ 


Domest i c 
19^2  1 


Jine  sXiA  1/2  blood. 


tMil,  lb.  Mil. 


2.17 

1.90 

1.97 
1.85 

2,06 

2.55 
2.76 

2.53 
2.S6 
3.01 


2735 
2,38 
1,96 
1.5^ 
1.51 

1,56 

1.55 
1.U3 

1.19 


  Foreign 

19^2    ;  19^ 


8  blood,  1/4  blood, 
Domestic  : 
19^2  i 


nd  JjO_w  l/U'  'blood 
Foreign  


Mil. 


Tr69 

U.12 
k.ik 
U.20 
3 -.67 
3.63 
3.0U 

2.73 
2.71 
2,^1 
2.6U 


lb.  Mil,  lb 
2.61 


Jan, 
Feb. 
Mar, 
Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Hov. 

Dec. 


Compiled  from-  monthly  wool  consumption  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Censiis. 
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CajTry-over  of  Fine  Domestic  Wools 

May  "be  Large  -  '.-■^  '■^ 

On  September  25  dealers '..and  m^ufacturers '  stocks  of  fine  and  1/2 
blood  domestic  woola  totaled,  ^<vit  Jl  .million  pounds  (scoured  1)31913).  These 
■Stocks  "included  wools  held  for.  the"  Commodity  Crodit  Corporation.    Some  ad- 
ditional quantities  •.will  "become  available  during  the  current  season  as  a 
result  of  fall  shearing  and  the  ^production  of  pulled  vrool  in  the  fall  and 
winter  months.    The  -rate  of  consumption  of  finS'and  1/2  blood  doiSestic  wools 
'in  October  was  only  1,19  million  pounds  a  week  (scoured  "basis).    Unless  con- 
sumption" is  materially  increased,  the  carry-over  of  these  wools  at- tho  end 
of  the  19^3  season;  will  "be  large.  ,. 

The  C^uartcrmastcr.  .Corps  stated,  in  August  that  19^4  ptocurottcnts  v^re 
expected  to  "bo  at  approximately  the  same  rate  as  ptcso'nt  "def  e'rrcd  Ucllvcrics. 
This  would  call  for  delivery  at  the  rate  anticipated  for  September  19^3 
through  April  19^.    The  Corps  stated  that  i  t  expected  to  place  further  con- 
tract's in  February  •19^'t  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  much' of  the  wool  for  such 
orders  vrould  "be-  put  into  proc'^ss  "before  April  1  (approximately  the  beginning 
of  the  new.'BiarkC'ting  sGo^son)...  ' 

The  position  of  medium  grade  domestic  wools  is  somowha,t  different  from 
■that  of  fine,  wools.     Stocks  of  medium  grades  arc  sma.ller  in  relation  to  the 
Current  rate  pf  mill  consumption  thnji  stocks  of  fine  wools.    ReCent  Army 
orders  for  blaxikets,  socks,  and  overcoat  material  require  the  1iso  of  domestic 
wools  of  medium  grades. 

•r    •  :  Table  5?"*  Stocks  of  f  ine  "pjid  medium  grades"- of  apparel  wool  held  by 
>  dealers,  and  manufacturers,  scoured  basis,  19'^2"»U3  1^/ 


T"l  '     '    ■  \       19^2      ;  191+3 

It'em         ■  *  :  ■.   1  •  

-  ■'•  ! .     Oct.  3     ;     Sept.  25 

■-  r  •  _^   -  _____    _____  '    _____  '  

'  .       '     *  V  Million  pounds    Million  pound; 

Fine  and  1/2  "blood 

'Domestic..  .,.  ;        2/66.5  2/71.3 

Foreign   ...t  6O.5.'  69.3 

3/6  bloodi,  1/4  blood,  and  Low  l/U  blood'"      '  : 

Domestic  .....     :        3/  5^,9  3/  ^I'l 

Foreign-  ^    :  57.1 

Com.piled  .from  reports,  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  •  These  statistics  do  not 
represent  .the  total  quantities  available  for  the  remainder  of  the  season. 
Snd-of-September  stocks  of  domestic'  wool  do  not  include  wool  still  in  the 
harids  of  growers,  wools  to,  be  shorn  during  the  fall,  fjid  pulled  wool  pro- 
duction from  October  through  March,    Stocks  of  foreign  wool  will  be 
augmented  by  imports  during  the  remainder  of  the  season.' • 
!_/  Includes  wool  held  for  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporatidn, 
2/  Includes  ungraded  territory  pjad  Texas  vrools,     '  ■ 
^  Includes  ungraded  fleece  wools  a.nd  pulled  wools. 


DECEMBER  I9U3 


-  22 


Sale  of  Grovernraent  Stock  Pile  Wool 
is  Being  Considered 

The  War  Production  Board  has  recommended  to  the  Office  of  War 
Motilization  that  the  stock  pile  of  foreign- wools  owned  hy  the  United  States 
G-overnment' "be  disposed  of.    Flans  for  the  orderly  withdrawal  of  this  wool 
are  'being,  considered  "by  the  special  board  for- the  disposition  of  Groverranent 
surplus,  which  has  "been  -aGt  up  in  the  Office  of  War  Mobilization.    The  United 
States  now  has  relativoly  safe  access  to  foreign  sources  of  supply  and  the 
likelihood  of  a  shortage  of  wool  for  essential  needs  has  been  largely  removed* 
As  storage,  space  for  other  essential  commodities  is  now  vitally  needed,  *it 
is  believed  by  the  War  Production  Board  that  space  now  used  for  wool  can  be 
released  for  use  in  storing  other  commodities.    It  is  also  believed  that  by 
making  these  wools  available,  to  mills  on  a  "spot"  basis  part  of  the  shipping 
gpa^e  no,w' re  quired  for  the  importation  of  wool  can  be  ehifted  to  other 
products..' 

The  War  Production  Board  stated  that  if  the  wool  is  released  the  with- 
drawal will  be  controlled  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  established 
operations  of  wool  importers.     Interests  -of  the  domestic  wool  grovrer  will 
also  be  considered  in  any  plan  of  liquidation.    The  v/ool  involved  is  mostly 
greasy  Australian  wool  purchased  by  the  United  States  Government  from  the 
United  Kingdom  Wool  Control  and  stored  by  the  Defense  Supplies  Corporation 
as  a  strategic  reserve  when  it  appeared  that  imports  might  be  shut  off  by 
military  action.    The  Government-owned  stock  pile  totals"; about  33^  million 
pounde. 

5ale  of  Government-owned  foreign  wool  under  present  conditions  would 
oomplicat§  to  a  certain  extent  disposal  of  Commodity  Credit  Corporation 
stocks  of  domestic  wool  from  the  19^3  clip,  particularly  since  domestic  wool 
is  now  relatively  high  priced  in  relation  to  comparable  grades  of  foreign 
wool.    Pine  Australian  wools  of  good  combing  length  sold  at  $1.06-'$1.10  a 
pound  (scoured  basis)  duty  paid  at  Boston  in  the  early  part  of  December. 
-Quoted  prices  on  domestic  fine  combing  (staple)  territory  wools  at  Boston 
have  remained  uncha.nged  at  $1.1&-$1.12  a  pound  since  October.    The  ceiling 
price  for  domestic  wool  of  this  grade  is  $1,18  for  average  to  good  quality 
and  $1.21  for  choice  quality. 

At  the  present  time  mill  consumption  of  foreign  wools  is  large.  In 
the  first  9  months  of  I9H3,  United  States  mills  used  about  25O  million 
pounds  (grease  basis)  of  foreign  wools  grading  fine  and  l/2  blood.  These 
are  the  grades  principally  contained  in  the  stock  pile.     If  withdrav/als 
are  carefully  controlled  as  to  quantity  and  price,  stock  pile  wools  could 
be  substituted  for  future  commercial  imports  without  changing  the  existing 
relationship  between  consumption  of  domestic  and  foreign  wools.    This  would 
not  change  the  v/orld  stock  position,  however,  as  additional  quantities  of 
foreign  wool  would  remain  unsold,  particularly  in  Australia. 

The  Government  purchase  progi'ara  for  domestic  wools  covers. only  the 
19^+3  production.    No  official  decision  has  yet  been  made  in  reispect  to  a 
program  for  the  19^^  clip.     If  Army  requirements  which  specify  the  us^ 
of  domestic  wool  are  insufficient  to  take  up  supplies  of  domestic  wool, 
prices  probably  will  decline  unless  some  form  of  Government  support  is 
available  for  the  new  clip^ 
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Livestock: 


Marketings  and  slaughter  statistics,  by  species, 
 NovemTper  19^3.  vdth  c ompari sons 


I  tern 


Unit 


Thous . 
n 


oat  tie  ?nd  calves  - 

Nujriber  slaughtered  under 
'  Federal  inspection: 

Steers   

Cows  and  heifers   

All  cattle  ;  :  ■  " 

•Percentage  cows  and  heifers  : 

are  of  total  cattle   :  Pet. 

Calves   :  Thous. 

Average  live  weight;  : 

Cattle   :  L"b. 

Cp.lves  :  " 

Total  dressed  vreight:  : 

Cattle   :Mil.  Ih. 

Calves   ;  " 

Shipments  of  feeder  cattle  andt  1 
calves  to  eight  Corn  Belt  : 

States  1/   :  Thous. 

Hogs  - 

Numher  slaughtered  under 

Federal  inspection   :  " 

Average  live  weight   :  lib. 

Percentage  packing  sov^s  are  of  J 

all  purchases  at  seven  markets:  Pet. 
Total  production  under  : 
Federal,  inspection: 

Pork  :Mil.  lb. 

Lard  2/   :  " 

Average  yield  per  hog:  ; 

Pork  :  Lb. 

Lard  2/   '  :  " 

Storage  stocks  end  of  month:  : 

Pork  :Mil.  lb. 

■  Lard  2/  ;  " 

Sheep  and  lambs  -  : 
,  llxunber  slaughtered  under 

Federal  inspection  .  .  .  :  Thous. 

Average  live  weight   :  Lb. 

Total  dressed  v^eight   :Mil.  lb. 

Shipments  of  feeder  lambs  to  : 
eight  Corn  Belt  States  1/  ....:  Thous. 
^otal  dressed  weight  of  live-  : 
stock  slaughtered  under  : 
Federal  inspection  :Mil.  lb. 


19^1 


Jan. -Oct. 
19U2  * 


191+3 


I9I12 


U,570  5,260  i+,7i+6 
1+,012    l+,6g2  1+,106 


kk.G  1+5.2  kk.k 
i+,529   i+,7S3  ^.056 


959 
19I+ 


955 
206 


961 
202 


36,192  1+2,096  Us,  293 

pkp        ?Ur  pi^K 


2I+2 
12 


2U5 
ll+- 


252 
16 


i+,956  5,SS7  7.320 
1,191+    1,361  1,609 


33.1     32.1+-  33.0 


8g 
627 


•  89 

710 


■91 
770 


3,321+   3.313   3. 5^+1 


U.731    5.367  U.7S9 
1+95      551  .  I156 


1,796    1,950    1,S18  391 


19^ 


Uov.  ] 

Oct.  ; 

Nov. 

352 
628 
1,018 

506 
1.275 

1,2^0 

61.7 
501 

56.0 

655 

625 

932 
230 

922 
21+8 

1+85 

63 

596 

88 

391 

5I+6 

382 

5,023 
2I+5 

i+,930 
2I+3 

6.972 

10 

18 

10 

722 
l!+6 

687 
1I+8 

lUl+.o 
29-.  0 

139.7 
30.1 

'  292 
57 

3I+1  3/  376 
157  1/  133 

2, 126 
•    •  27 
23 

2.633 

90 
10I+ 

2.370 

U55 

979 

552 

1.553 

1,680 

1/  Total  shipments  direct  f>nd  from  public  stockyards  to  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa,,  and  Nebraska.     This  series  is  changed  from  the 


one  appearing  in  previous  issues,  due  to  the  addition  of  Illinois, 
rendered  pork  fat.    ^/  Preliminary. 


2/  Including 


Livestock  prices  per  100  pounds  (except  where  noted),  "by  species, 
November  19^3 »  "'ith  compa.ri  sons 


Item 


1    19^2  :  

:  annual: 1 931-40:  ^ 


Pol. 

Cattle  and  calves  -  : 
Beef  steers  sold  out  of  first: 
hands  at  Chicago:         .  : 

Choice  and  Prime  :  I5.I9 

Good  ,...:  13.90 

Medium  12.22 

Common  10. Uo 

All  grades  .:  13-79 

Good  grade  cows  at  Chicago  ..:  10. 90 
Vealers,  Good  ajid  Choice  at  ; 

Chicago   :  lU.US 

Stocker  and  feeder  steers  at  : 

Kansas  City  »  :  11.75 

Average  price  paid  by  : 
packers:  : 

All  cattle   i     10. '98 

Steers  :     12.  61 

Calves  ;  12.07 

Hogs  -    .       . .  J  ■ 

Average  market  price  at  ; 
Chi  cago :  ; 

Barrows  and  gilts  ..«..««.:  I3.69 

Sows   :  13.73 

All  purchases   :  I3.70 

Average  price  paid  by  packers:  13.57 
Average  price  Wo.  3  Yellow  : 

corn  at  Chicago  2/   :  23.3 

Hog-corn  price  ratio  at     '  : 

Chicago  \j   :  16.U 

Sheep  and  lambs  -  : 
Slaughter  lambs,  Good  and  : 

Choice  grade  at  Chicago  ....:     13*  89 
Feeding  lambs,  Good  and  : 

Choice  grade  at  Omaha  .,....:   

Ewes,  Good  and  Choice  grade  : 

at  Chicago   :  6.60 

Average  price  paid  by  packers: 

for  sheep  and  lambs  :  11.80 

Index  retail  meat  prices  5./  •!  108. 3 
Index  income  of  industrial  : 
workers  6/  :  IS7.I 


a-verage;  av erage; 


Dol. 


10.87 

9a9 

7.37 
5.85 

8.99 
5.47 

s.is 
6.22 


5.76 

67iU 


6748 
6.37 

57.6  ■ 
11.9 


19^2 


Ser)t. 


Oct. 


Dol.  Dol. 


11.95 
11. 2U 

10.22 
8. 85 

11.  Uo 
8.0U 

12-28 
'  9.35 

■  Z.-Jk 
10,72 
9^32 


10.22 

9.77 
10.16 
10. lU 

70.7 

\k,k 


•16.77 

:1.5.40 

13  • 

10.67 
15.30 
12.56 

iU,50 
12.62 


10. 84' 

13.73 

11.66 


13.94 
14.03 
13.96 
13.66 


Dol. 


16.2U 
15.27 
13.58 
10.9:9 

I.  5.^.5, 

12.46 
15.00 

II.  81 


12.71 

14.88 

11.60 


14.94 

14.42 
14.68 
14.57 


Dol. 


16.05 
14.92 
12.58 
10.37 
15.3.0 
12.02 

14.59 

11.36 


10.94 
.13.81 
10.78 


14.66 

14.57 
14.63 
14.44 


Nov. 
"DoTT 


16. o4 
14.98 
12.88 
10.64 
15.10 
11.77 

14.36 

10.97- 


13.74 

13.17 

13.64 


80. 5  ^/106.5  ^/io6.5  1/106.5 


27.3. 


13.8  13.7 


12.8 


8,13" 

11.32 

,14.74 

i4.98 

■  13. 82 

13.73 

6.9^ 

10.34 

I2.35 

12.67 

11.81 

11.35 

3.32 

5'-3i 

■  G.12 

6.63 

5.96 

5.85 

7.29 
78.2  . 

10.05 
94.9 

11.64 
113.4 

10.86 
111.7 

10.37 
112.3 

112.1 

72.7 

149.3 

212.5 

247.6 

249.7 

1/  Not  available.  ~2/  Cents  per  bushel.  S'epresents  ceiling  pricel    4/  Number  of 

bushels  of  corn  equivalent  in  value  to  100  pounds  of  live  hogs.     ^/  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics,  converted  'to  1924-29  base.     6/  Burea.u  of  Agricultural  Economics, 
1924-29  =  100.     Revised  March  I943.  '     ' ' 
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Wool:    Mill  consumption  and  machine  activity,  United  States,  ■ 

 .  ■  .  .  selected  periods,  I941-U3  

Aggregate  ■  i_   Weekly  ave'ra^ge" 


Item 


•'111  cona'oiiiption  ^ 

t-4.'ea,r>e  basis  6/ 
Apparel  vool  - 

Domestic   

foreign  (duty  paid) 

'  Total   

Carpet  wool  - 

Foreign  (duty  'fr^o) 
Scoured  basis 

Apparel  v/obl   

Carpet  wool   


19^1 


19^2  X/ 


Jan.-&et-.  2/ 


1-91+2  I  I9U3 


i-.ooo 

pounds 


Oet. 

I9U2 

-It. 


Sept. 
19^3 


1,000      1,000  ;  1,000    1,000  1,000 

pounds      pounds'  pounds    pounds  pounds 


>93.93^     530,-3^i  ^26,185  ■59i;205  '  '12,22^ ' ' 
U73,75i     526,185456,826526.637     9,350  11,895 
967,685  1,056,526  883  ,  011  917,890    21.5711  iq.370 


199.^53-       59.687    51.195    36,317  1,080 


689 


509,011+  560,1+69  1+70,577  509.382  11,275  io,.76l+ 
I3S.917       1+3,100    3^^,896    26. 7I+O         810  513 


Oct, 

19^3 

1 , 000 


6,30: 
12.971 
19.271+ 

915 

10,857 

.  67? 


Machine  activity 
Hours  per  available 
machine  - 
Worsted  combs  . , . 

Bradford   

French  ,  

Worsted  spindles 
Woolen  spindles  . 
In'  vroolen  mills 
In  knitting  mills 
In  carpet  mills 
Worsted  and  vroolen. 
looms  2/  *" 
On  vool  fabrics  8/ 
On  cotton  fabric's 
Carpet  and  rug 

looms  2/  ,  

Car-pet  looms 

On  blankets  

On  cotton  fabrics 


Weekly  average  in  hours 


86.7 
7U.9 
110.6 
61.0 
63.8 
6I+.3 
50.0 
72.0 


59.3 

a/ 

3S.6 


1/ 


88.8 

90.5 

83.0 

8I+.3 

80.1+ 

-  S1+.2 

75. s 

77.6 

■  69.9' 

■  '  68.8 

.  .68.6 

71.9 

113.7 

115.3 

102:2  ' 

■  'ii'i+.i 

102.6 

106.8 

5S.9 

58.9 

58.2 

60.9 

5^.7 

59.2 

7H%5 

7U.3 

76'.'1 

76.9 

73.5 

7I+.8 

79.0 

78.9 

80,2 

81. 3 

77.^ 

•  79.2 

57.7 

57.1 

'  58.3 

62.3 

55.2 

52.4 

1+7.1 

;'.53.9'  ■ 

'i+8.5 

53.5 

■  '  53-.  6 

68.8 

68.8 

■  6U.7 

69.2 

60.7 

62.6 

1.9 

1,6; 

1.6 

30.'6 

30.7 

'•16.0 

28, G 

II+.I+  . 

1.1+.9 

5.5 

6.1 

6.1 

5/ 

1/ 

,50.0 

21.2 

.18.7 

C  >:T:;iled  from  reports  of  the  Bureau 
1/  51  weeks  ended  Dece'mber  26,  not  s 
for  52  weeks.  2/  January  to  October 
in  19I+2,  Hence,  the  totals  are  not 
porlod,  _5/  Apparel  wool  includes  al 
Onrt;)et  wool  Includes  •nly  foreign  wo 
floor  coverings,  press  cloth,  knit  0 
of  shorn  and  pulled  wool.  Pulled  wo 
from  pulleries  and  is  mostly  washed, 
those  of  earlier  years  because  of  di 
blended  fabrics,         ITot  available. 


of  the  Census.  ■  ■  '  " 

trictly  comparable  with  I9I+I  total  vrhich  is 
period  covers  1+1+  weeks  in  I9I+3  and  I+3  weeks  ' 
comparable.    ^/  l+-vreek  period.    1+/  5-vreek 
1  domestic  wool  ?5jid  all  duty-paid  foreign  wool, 
ol  entered  free  of  duty  for  the  manufacture  of 
r  felt  boots  or  lumbermen's  socJ^s.    6/  Total 
ol,  grease  basis,  is  in  condition  received 

1/  19^3  figures  not  strictly  comparable  with 
fferent  method  of  reporting,    8/  Includes 
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Prices  per  pound  of  vrool  and  other  textile  ra,w  materials  in 
the  United  States,  selected  periods,  19^0-^3 


I  tem 


3oston  market  - 

Territory,   scoured  "basis  - 
6Us,  70s,  80s  (fine)  staple 

com'bing   

56s'  (3/S  blood)  comDine; 

U6s  (low  l/h  TDlood)   

Bright  fleece,  greasy  - 

6Us,  70s,   80s  (fine)  delaine 

56s  (3/8  tlood)  combing  

U6s  (low  l/k  iDlood)  *. .. 

Foreign  wool  -  in  bond  at 
Boston  1/  - 

Sydney  -  scsured  basis  "  . / 

6Us,  70s,  good  combing  ... 
Cape  -  scoured  ba^sis  •» 

12  months,  combing 
Montevideo  -  grease  basis  - 

Merinos  (bO-bUs)  ..»  , 

Is  (56s)   , 

Prices  received  by  fa.rmers, 
grease  basis,  15th  o'f  month 


Average  price's,   scoured  ba.sis  2/ 

10  grades,  "Boston   , 

United  States  farm  price 
Spread  »....*.«,».•«.... 


Textile  fiber's: 

Wool,  territory  fine  staple  U/ 
Cotton,  15/16  -inch  I.-iiddling  5/ 
Hayon  yarn,'  I50  denier  6/ 
Rayon  staple  fiber  7./  ~ 

Viscose  I-I/2  denier 

Acetate  5  denier  


Average 

• 

19^2  : 

1953 

19^0  : 

19U1  : 

19''+2  : 

Nov.  ; 

Sept , : 

Oct.  : 

i\fov.  •: 

Cents 

Cents'- 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

96.3 

79.7' 

76.1 

108.8 
91.2 
82.3 

119.1 
102.6 

90.7 

119.0' 

•103.5: 
91.5 

IIU.8 
I0U.5 
3k, 0 

116,2 
lOU.fS 
9^.0 

117.0 
lOU.^ 
92.6 

38. C 
hi, 2 

Ul.O 

U3.I 
U6.8 
U6,5 

U7.2 
51.8 
U9.8 

U7.O 
5U.O 

149,5 

5U.5 
52.6 

U6.S 

5^.5 
52.0 

kj.O 
5U.5 

53.? 

67.9 

72.7 

78.1 

79.0 

76.5 

76.5 

76v5 

62.9 

70.9 

75.6 

76.5; 

75.5 

75.5 

-75.5. 

31.2 
32.  U 

38.0 

i+3.0 
U2,5 

U3.O 
h2,2 

U'2.5 
U2.5 

II-I.8 
UI.8 

U1.5 
.;  U1.5 

28.3 

35.5 

ko.i 

^0,0 

Ul.O 

U0.7 

U0.7 

8U.7 
70.2 
1U.5 

9'6.6 
86. U 
10.2 

107.0'  108.2 
97.2  1/99.0 
9.8  9.2 

105.6 
loi.^ 

k.2 

105.7 
100.8 

^.9 

107.0 
100.7 

6.3 

10.2 
53.0 

1  08  8 

13.9 
53.6 

119.1 

19.3 
55.0 

119.0 

19.3 

55.0 

llk»S 
20.k 
55.0 

116. 2 
20.3 
55.0 

117.0 

19.7 

55.0 

25.0 

U3.O 

25.0 
U3.O 

25.0 
U3.O 

25.0 
U3.O 

25.0 
U3.O 

25.0 
U3.O 

25.0 
U3.0 

Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Food  Distribution  Adr^inistration  except  as  othervdse 
noted, 

1/  Before  payment  of  duty.     Compile'  from  The  Commercial  Bulletin,  Boston. 

2/  For  basis  of  computations  see  Ffc\j.'aary  13k3  issue  of  The  Livestock  and  '.?'ool 

Situation. 

3/  Revised. 

U/  Scoured  basis,  Boston  market. 
5/  Average  at  10  markets. 

6/  Domestic  yarn,  first  quality,  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics. 
7/  F.o.b.  producing  plants,  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics. 
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PRICES  OF  SLAUGHTER  LIVESTOCK  AT  CHICAGO. 
1942-43  COMPARED  WITH  1932-41  AVERAGE 


DOLLARS 
PER  100 
POUNDS 


JLJ_L 

JAN.    FEB.    MAR.    APR.     MAY    JUNE    JULY     AUG.  SEPT.    OCT.     NOV.  DEC. 

F.  D.  A.  DATA 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


NE6.  38297  BUREAU  OF  AGRICULTURAL  ECONOMICS 


Figure  2 

Heavy  receipts  in  November  and  early  December  forced  hog  prices  down  to  the  support  level 
($13.75  on  Good  to  Choice,  200  -  to  270  -  pound  butcher  hogs).  Prices  of  beef  steers  have  remained 
at  practically  the  same  level  since  mid-August  19^2.  Lamb  prices  have  declined  since  April  and 
are  now  lower  than  they  were  a  year  ago. 
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FEDERALLY  INSPECTED  SLAUGHTER  OF  LIVESTOCK, 
1942-43,  COMPARED  WITH  1932-41  AVERAGE 


MILLIONS 


JAN.      FEB.     MAR.     APR.     MAY     JUNE    JULY     AUG.    SEPT.    OCT.     NOV.  DEC. 

U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  NEG.  38Z98A        BUREAU  OF  AGRICULTURAL  ECONOMICS 


F  igure  3 

Federally  inspected  s laughter  of  hogs  reached  an  all-time  high  in  November.  Hog  slaughter 
is  expected  to  increase  seasonally  in  December  and  will  continue  relatively  high  in  January. 

Total  slaughter  of  cattle  in  1943  is  expected  to  exceed  slaughter  in  \m2,  although  owing 
to  the  diversion  of  livestock  into  noninspected  channels,  inspected  slaughter  will  be  less. 

The  marked  increase  in  sheep  and  1  amb  s 1 aughter  in  the  second  half  of  1913  resulted  largely 
from  heavy  marketings  of  mature  sheep  in  the  Western  Sheep  States.  Slaughter  of  old  sheep  in 
1942  also  was  above  normal. 


